
                                                                                               Agenda Item Number ____6_______  

Memo                                                 
To:  Historic Preservation Committee 

Fr:  Trevor Fuller, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Re:  ACTION RE: APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS REQUEST FROM THOMAS O’ROURKE FOR 
REPLACING DOORS AT 535 GREENE AVENUE 

Date:   18 October 2019 
 

Background & Process 

The Certificate of Appropriateness process is meant to provide the Historic Preservation Committee the opportunity to 
guide the alteration, rehabilitation, reconstruction or razing of any improvement upon an historic site or within an 
historic district. The committee must find the requested action to be appropriate to the general character of the historic 
site or historic district.  

Section 248-6C(2) of the Village Ordinances states that the committee shall approve the application unless one of the 
following are found to be true: 

(a) In the case of a designated historic structure or historic site, where the proposed work would detrimentally 
change, destroy, or adversely affect any exterior feature of the improvement or site upon which said work is to 
be done. 

(b) In the case of the construction of a new improvement upon a historic site or within a historic district, where the 
exterior of such improvement would adversely affect or not harmonize with the external appearance of other 
neighboring improvements on such site or within the district. 

(c) In the case where a building or structure, although not itself a designated historic structure, contributes to the 
distinctive architectural or historic character of the historic district as a whole. 

(d) In the case of any property located in a historic district, where the proposed construction, reconstruction, 
exterior alteration or razing does not conform to the purpose and intent of this chapter and to the objectives 
and design criteria of the historic preservation plan for said district. 

(e) In the case where the building or structure is of such old, unusual, or uncommon design, texture and/or material 
that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty and/or expense. 

(f) In the case where the building or structure is of such architectural or historical significance that its razing would 
be detrimental to the public interest and contrary to the general welfare of the people of the Village. 

(g) In the case of a request for the razing of a deteriorated building or structure, where any preservation or 
restoration efforts would not be structurally or economically feasible, provided that any hardship or difficulty 
claimed by the owner which is self-created or which is the result of any failure to maintain the property in good 
repair cannot qualify as a basis for the issuance of a certificate of appropriateness. 

 

Request 

Thomas O’Rourke is requesting to replace the front doors, side service door, and the garage door on his building at 535 
Greene Avenue. Examples of the replacement doors are provided in the agenda packet.  



Staff Comment & Recommendation 

Staff has requested clearer images and material samples to be submitted in time to review for the committee meeting. 
The garage door and the side service door have been replaced in the past. There are no known pictures of what the 
original side service door or garage door looked like in their entirety. The front doors appear to be original to the 
building. Pictures of the original building (circa 1940s & 1950s) are provided.  

According to the Wisconsin Historical Society, doors are one of the most challenging items to try to replace “like with 
like” because of the limited number of door manufacturers and styles. ADA compliance is also an important factor when 
considering entrances, which may limit replacement options. In this instance ADA compliance appears to be met with 
access through the side service door.  

Staff recommends the approval of the side service door and garage door. Staff does not recommend approval of the 
proposed front door replacement. Should the front door need to be replaced, it should be replaced with a “French Style” 
exterior door so that the historic utilitarian feature of the door is not detrimentally changed, destroyed, or adversely 
affected. 

The Historic Preservation Committee is asked to review and approve or not to approve all or a part of the Certificate 
of Appropriateness request. If any portion of the request is not approved, reasoning should be included in the motion. 
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